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ENGLISH PAPER - I 
 

 

எங்ேக இழக்கிேறாம் 100க்� 100 ? ………… ஆங்கிலப்பாடத்தில் ………. 
 
Remember:  Read the question carefully: “What is given?” 
                                                Understand: “What is asked?” 
                                                Get an idea: “What is expected? How do I respond?” 
 

Note: 1. Don’t write with spelling mistake, when you copy an answer from the question itself. 
2. Attend all the questions (for 100 marks only). 
3. Don’t forget to write the question number for each answer. 
4. Time management is important. 

 

VOCABULARY SECTION 
• As Gifted Students, you know more vocabulary. 
• Avoid spelling mistakes 

Question How do you lose 
your mark? How can you avoid losing your mark? 

1.Synonyms 

Not knowing 
the answer 

& 
Careless 
answer 

 Read the passage one or two times and try to understand. 
 Guess the wrong answers and eliminate them. 
 Some questions are already fixed in our mind in a fixed antonyms 

form. Answer them carefully. 
Ex:  tragedy x comedy      reverence x irreverence 

If ‘tragedy’ is asked in synonym section, you may carelessly answer 
‘comedy’.  

2. Antonyms Careless 
answer 

 Read the passage one or two times and try to understand. 
 There are 2 process in answering antonyms. 

1. Find out the meaning of the word first 
If ‘invidious’ is asked in antonym section, you will find out the 
meaning ‘unjust’ first.  

2. Then identify the opposite of the word 
Meaning ‘unjust’ then opposite ‘just’ 

3. Abbreviations 
Careless in 

spelling 
 

 Read the 4 options carefully. You may carelessly write the wrong 
answer without noticing the spelling. Check the spelling of the 4 options.  
Ex: ATM     a) Automatic Teller Machine 
                    b) Automated Teller Machine 
                    c) Automatic Telling Machine 
                    d) Automobile Teller Machine 

4. Homophones 
Confusion in 

answer 
 

 Generally the type of question is “Choose the correct sentence” 
1. First, Understand the meaning of the ‘2 homophone words’ 
2. Next, Try to understand the meaning of the whole sentence. 
3. Some pairs may confuse you. Try to make a key/an idea for them 
Ex: Stationary / stationery (ஸ்ேடஷனரி ஷாப்பில் ‘e’ ஓட்டிட்டு இருக்கான்) 

 Sometimes they may ask “Fill in the blanks” type. 
 Be ready to face any type of question. 
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5. American 
English 

Not knowing 
the answer 
& Careless 

answer 

 Generally American English word is asked. Sometimes they may 
change the question by asking British English Word. Read the 
question carefully. 

 Identify the type of question 
1. Change in spelling question - Ex:Valour   Ans: valor 
2. Change a word question -       Ex: fellow    Ans: guy 

 If you find the given question is difficult, you can leave this question 
as a choice.* 

6. Compound 
words 

Careless & 
urgent answer 
& Not knowing 

the meaning 

 Read the question carefully. 
 Check whether we have to add the answer ‘before’ the question or 

‘after’ the question. 
      Ex: Which can be placed before ‘light’? 
            a) house    b) head   c) come       d) sensitive 
                          Ans: headlight 

      but we can form other words - lighthouse, light-sensitive – by  
adding the options after the word ‘light’.  

7. Plural forms Easy one for 
Gifted 

 Identify the type of question and then answer it. 
1. s / es / ies type - Ex: book-books, mango-mangoes, fly-flies 
2. us, i………type - Ex: radius-radii 
3. same word type - Ex: furniture-furniture 
4. other type -  Ex: child-children, ox-oxen, tooth-teeth 

8. Prefix& Suffix Careless & 
urgent answer 

 Read the question carefully. 
 Check whether we have to add ‘prefix’ or ‘suffix’ 

      Ex: Add a prefix to the word ‘act’? 
            a) ion    b) ive   c) less       d) re               Ans: react 

 But we can from other suffix words –action, active. So be careful in 
reading the question   

9. Phrasal verbs 
Not knowing 
the answer 

 

 Challenging question. But sometimes easy words may be asked. 
 Read the sentence one or two times and try to understand and find 

the answer. 
 If you find the given question is difficult, you can leave this question 

as a choice.* 

10.Syllabification 

Not knowing 
the answer 
& Careless 
answer & 

Forgot 
syllabification 
rules or tips 

 Among the three choices, select the simple word for writing your answer 
 Avoid the words ending with ‘e’ and ‘y’ 

           Ex: a) difficult          b) choice          c) qualify 
           Ans: di-ffi-cult 3 syllables 

 Avoid words having ‘double vowels’  
           Ex: a) zoology           b)leave             c) forget 
           Ans: for-get 2 syllables 

 Avoid words ending with ‘ed’ 
           Ex: a) wanted              b) question      c) mango 
           Ans: man-go 2 syllables 

 Avoid words ending with suffixes like ‘-ful’ ‘-ly’ etc. 
           Ex: a) careful            b) barely           c) easy 
           Ans: ea-sy 2 syllables 

11. Choose 
appropriate 
word 

Not knowing 
the answer 

 Read the question carefully. 
 Try to understand the meaning of the words related to the question 
 Read the exercise given in the textbook page number. 
 If you find the given question is difficult, you can leave this question 

as a choice.* 
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12. Constructing 
sentences 

Grammatical 
error 

 Try to write meaningful sentence without grammatical error. 

13. Reframe the 
sentence 

Not knowing 
the answer 

 

 Try to change the underlined word as directed. 
 If you find the given question is difficult, you can leave this question 

as a choice.* 

14. Choose 
which 
Conveys 
same 
meaning 

Not knowing 
the logic 

 Try to understand the given sentences  
 If there were 2 negative words in the question, answer would be 

positive 
Ex.1: I never dislike ice-creams. 
                -          like 
Ans: I like ice-creams. 
 
Ex.2: Everyone can remember the incident. 
       opposite            opposite 
 Ans: No one   can    forget     the incident. 
 Ans: No one cannot remember  the incident. 

 Other type questions may also be asked. 
 

GRAMMAR SECTION 
• As Gifted Students, you know all grammar rules. 
• Sometimes you may lose one or two marks due to some exceptional rules in grammar. 
• You should know them all. 
• If you find hard to identify the correct answer, use elimination method. 

Ex: 
He cut the tree,………?   a) doesn’t he    b) don’t he      c) didn’t he 

Here, first we eliminate …. option  a) doesn’t he 
Then try to find out answer from the other two options. 
 

15. If clause Careless 
answer 

 You know 3+1(Zero type) Types of conditional clause. 
 Be careful, while answer the given sentences 

Ex.1: 
 If I had             a car, ….. Ans: I would             go to Ooty (Type II) 
 If I had bought a car, …. Ans: I would have gone to Ooty (Type III) 
    In the first sentence ‘Had’ is main verb, it comes under type II 
    In the 2nd sentence ‘Had’ is auxiliary verb, ‘bought’ is main verb.     
    So it comes under type III 
Ex.2: 
If I had had a car, ….. Ans: I would have gone to Ooty (Type III) 
     Here, ‘had’ is auxiliary verb, ‘had’ is main verb. 

16. Sentence 
pattern Confusion 

 First check whether the sentence contains Adjunct (i.e. adverb, 
time and place adverbials, prepositional phrase) 

 Then check whether the sentence is SVOC pattern.  
  i.e. Object=Complement “I called him genius” him=genius 

 Then check SVIODO pattern 
  i.e. Indirect Object≠ Direct Object “I gave him a book” him ≠ a book 

 Then SVC 
  i.e. Subject=Complement “I am a student” I=student 

 Then SVO 
  i.e. Subject≠ Object “I play football” I ≠ football 
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17. Question 
Tag 

Unaware of 
Rules 

Exceptions: 
 He's read this book, hasn't he? (has read – present perfect) 
 He read this book, didn't he? (read – past form) 
 He's reading this book, isn't he? (is reading – present continuous) 
 He reads a lot of books, doesn't he? 
 He'll read this book, won't he?  
 He should read this book, shouldn't he?  
 He can read this book, can't he? 
 Somebody broke the glass, didn’t they? (somebody – they) 
 Everyone is busy, aren’t they? (everyone – they ; aux. verb – is are) 
 No one attends the function, do they? (No one - they ; aux. verb – does do) 

18. Degrees of 
comparison 

Unaware of 
Rules &  Poor 
understanding 

 First check whether the sentence contains any clues like No other…, 
Very few… , …than… ,  …the … and plural nouns after the dash. 

 If no clues, try to understand the meaning of the question. 
Ex: Ooty is … Trichy. a) not so cool as  b) cooler than c) the coolest 

19. Choose which 
conveys same 
meaning  

Not knowing 
the logic Refer to Question 14 

20. Supplying 
phrase 

Poor 
understanding 

& 
Not knowing 

the logic 

 Try to understand the question 
 Fix all the options with the question 
 Try to find out, if any clues are given  
 Find out the answer 

Ex: ……. heavy rain, I shall not go out.  
(Clue-future tense; Answer – In the event of) 
   a) In the event of     b) In case of    c) In spite of 

21. Infinitive / 
Gerund 

Not knowing 
the answer 

 

 Concentrate on exceptions in Infinitive / Gerund rules 
 Verbs which don’t need ‘to’ in their infinitive form  

        let, make, see, hear, bid, feel, know, watch, help  
   Ex: The sound made him ….. away     a) run   b) to run  c) running 

22. Prepositional 
phrase 

Poor 
understanding 

& 
Not knowing 

the logic 

 Try to understand the question 
 Fix all the options with the question 
 Try to find out, if any clues are given 

Ex: Children are fond ………chocolates.  
        Ans: of eating (fond of + something) 

 Find out the answer 

23. Articles Unaware of 
Rules  

 Try to check whether the given noun is plural. If it is plural, your 
answer is ‘the’ 
Ex:  She wanted to buy …. award winning books.  Ans: the 

 Concentrate on exceptions in article rules 

24. Preposition Poor 
understanding 

 Try to understand the question 
 Fix all the options with the question 
 Find out the answer 

25. Combine two 
sentences 

Not knowing 
the logic 

 Try to answer in Complex and Simple Sentence. 
 If you feel hard, then write it in Compound Sentence. 
 More practice makes you perfect. 

26. Active& 
Passive voice 

Confusion and 
Poor 

understanding 

 Be careful…. in objectless sentences 
Ex: The thief was arrested last night. (objectless) 
(‘by …’ is not given. You have to imagine ‘by the police’. Therefore 
‘The police’ becomes the subject of the Active Voice sentence.)    
   Ans: The police arrested the thief last night.  
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 Some objects need the conjunction ‘in’ ‘at’ instead of ‘by’  
Ex: The bottle contained water. 
   Ans: Water is contained in the bottle. (not ‘by the bottle’) 

27.Direct & 
Indirect 
speech 

Less knowledge 
in rules 

 Mostly Indirect speech Interrogative sentences are given and asked 
to transform it into Direct speech. 

 More practice makes you perfect. 

28. Combine two 
sentences 
using ‘If’ 

Less knowledge 
in rules 

 If you find ‘will’ or ‘would’ in main clause, you can easily answer. No 
confusion. 
Ex  : They help me. I will thank them. 
Ans: If they help me, I will thank them. 

Exception 
Ex: Kalai did not have a cycle. She did not reach the school early. 
Ans: If Kalai had had a cycle, he would have reached school early.  

29.Degrees of 
comparison 

Less knowledge 
in rules 

 

 Better write answer in Comparative degree 
 You can’t write superlative when 2 same values are given in the qn. 

Ex:    Kumar scored 99 marks       Robert scored 95 marks 
          Yusuf scored 99 marks         Jai scored 96 marks. 
          Prem scored 93 marks 
Here we cannot write superlative degree, since two values are the same. 

30.Punctuation 
Confusion and 

Poor 
understanding 

 Be careful in contractions 
Ex  :  ill go to see  my ill mother tomorrow said ajay 
Ans: “I’ll go to see my ill mother tomorrow”, said Ajay. 

 Sentences starting with ‘What’ and ‘How’ will end with a question 
mark or exclamation mark.  

 
PROSE SECTION 

• As Gifted Students, you can read all prose questions perfectly. 
• Sometimes you may lose one or two marks due to spelling or grammar mistakes. 
• Try to avoid them. 

 

31-37: Prose 
questions Careless 

mistakes & Not 
knowing the 

answer 

 You have 2 choice questions. 
 Write the answer without spelling and grammar mistakes. 
 Try to write in your own simple sentence with proper sentence 

pattern. 
 For ‘Why?’ questions Give Reasons 
 For ‘How?’ questions Give Description 
 For ‘What?’ questions Give Information  

38. Prose 
paragraph 

Careless 
mistakes & Not 

knowing the 
answer 

 You have 3 choice questions. 
 Write the answer without spelling and grammar mistakes. 
 Try to write in your own simple sentence with proper sentence 

pattern. 
 Write as a paragraph, not as points.  
 Don’t exceed 2 pages.  
 Highlight important points.  
 Give quotes in between.  
 Write neatly and legibly. 
 Finish your answer re-wording the question in the statement form. 

Ex: How did Hughie fulfil the Colonel’s condition? 
(The end of your paragraph should contain…) 

     ….Thus Hughie fulfilled his condition due to his charitable act. 
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POEM SECTION 
• As Gifted Students, you can read all poem questions perfectly. 
• Sometimes you may lose one or two marks due to spelling or grammar mistakes. 
• Try to avoid the mistakes. 
• Concentrate more on Poem Comprehension questions. 

39.Memory 
poem 

Careless 
mistakes  

 You have 2 choice questions. 
 Write the answer without spelling mistakes. 

40-44:  
Poem 
comprehension 

Careless 
mistakes & Not 

knowing the 
answer 

 Write the answer without spelling mistakes. 
 Try to elicit the answer from the given poem lines. 
 For ‘mean’ questions, Give the meaning 
 For ‘refer’ questions, Give the reference 

45-49: Literary 
Appreciation 

Careless mistakes 
& Not knowing 

the answer 

 Write the answer without spelling mistakes. 
 Check twice or thrice whether your answer is correct. 
 Recheck the answers during the last 5 minutes 

50.Poem 
paragraph 

Careless 
mistakes 

& Not knowing 
the answer 

 You have 3 choice questions. 
 Write the answer without spelling and grammar mistakes. 
 Try to write in your own simple sentence with proper sentence pattern. 
 Write as a paragraph, not as points.  
 Don’t exceed 2 pages.  
 Highlight important points.  
 Give poem lines in between as quotes.  
 Write neatly and legibly. 
 Finish your answer re-wording the question in the statement form. 

LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS SECTION 
• You need more comprehension skill for this section. 
• Try to know more grammar rules. 

51.General 
comprehension 

Poor 
understanding 

& 
Not knowing 
the answer 

 Read the questions first. 
 Read the paragraph next. 
 If you are confused in writing with 2 answers or 2 sentences, write 

both of them. 
 Be careful in answering Multiple choice questions and True or false qns 

52. Error 
spotting 

Less knowledge 
in rules 

 They may give correct answer rarely. Beware of it. 
 Attend all the questions. 
 If you have doubt, you can write 2 answers. 

Ex  : Cycles is damaged.  
Ans: Cycle is damaged. (or) Cycles are damaged. 

53.Picture 
comprehension 

Poor 
vocabulary & 

Spelling 
mistake 

 Try to answer all 5 questions. Don’t leave out any question. 
 If you don’t know any object name in the picture, search for it in 

the other questions or try to transliterate it in ‘Taminglish’.  
Ex: கலப்ைப (plough) – ‘kalappai’ 

 

Time Management 
Section Question nos Question type Qns to Ans Marks Minutes Time* 
Sec A 1 to 14 Vocabulary 20 20 25 02.15 – 02.40 
Sec B 15 to 30 Grammar 16 25 35 02.40 – 03.15 
Sec C 31 to 38 Prose 6 15 20 03.15 – 03.35 
Sec D 39 to 50 Poetry 12 20 25 03.35– 04.00 
Sec E 51 to 53 Language Function  15 20 25 04.00 – 04.25 

04.25 to 04.45Verifying & underlining the answers and drawing lines between the Answers  
*Time may be changed by the Dept. of Exams at the last moment.  
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